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Virtual Meeting: COUNCIL  

 

Date:  8th October 2020 Time: 8.00pm  

Hosted from:  COUNCIL OFFICES, HAINAULT ROAD, CHIGWELL 

 
 

PRESENT: Councillors (7) 

Councillors; Pranav Bhanot (Chairman), Jamie Braha, Kewal Chana, Alan Lion (Vice-

Chairman), Faiza Rizvi, Mona Sehmi and Barry Scrutton.  
 

  Officers (3) 

Anthony Belgrave – Clerk to the Council 
 

Mark Hembury – Responsible Financial Officer 
 

Mark Webster – IT Consultant  

 

                                               Also in Attendance 
 

There were members of the public in attendance. 
 

# for part of the meeting.  
 

 20.99 RECORDING OF MEETINGS  
 

 NOTED that in accordance with Standing Order 3 (l) photographing, recording, 

broadcasting or transmitting the proceedings of a meeting may take place.  
 

 20.100 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (4) 
 

Members NOTED that apologies had been received from Councillors; Naveed Akhtar, 

Deborah Barlow, Rochelle Hodds and Darshan Singh Sunger.  
 

 

 20.101 OTHER ABSENCES (0) 
 

Members NOTED that there were no other absences.  
 

 

 20.102 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 

Councillor Lion stated that during the Public Participation session, for the meeting held on 

7th May 2020, the minutes state that that the Councillor Bhanot, in response to a public 

question concerning the police and special constables, said; “this scheme was first 

suggested, in response to criminal activity at Canterbury close.” Councillor Lion then stated 

that this was not true, and that the concept was raised some-time ago, by the vigilante 

behaviour at Hainault road, Hainault grove and other general security issues around 

Chigwell. There had been an increase in private security firms operating in Chigwell, and 

this was an attempt to gain control by having proper police in Chigwell. In response to 

queries from Councillor Scrutton, Councillor Lion stated he is referring to the minutes for 

the council meeting held on 7th May 2020. In response, Councillor Scrutton then questioned 

why Councillor Lion sort to bring this up now, when this document has been considered by 

this council on repeated occasions, which allowed many opportunities to raise the matter. In 

response to further discussions, Councillor Lion stated that he did not wish to make an 

amendment, only to state that what was said, isn’t necessary true.  
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Councillor Rizvi stated that she wished to raise the same matter, which was discussed at 

previous meetings, pertaining to the minutes for the council meeting held on 7th May 2020. 

In response to further discussions, the Chairman stated that he would like Councillor Rizvi 

to simply state her proposed amendment, which will then be included in the draft document. 

Councillor Rizvi stated her proposed amendment: “The Clerk said, ‘Chairman, if I may, 

over the last couple of years, I have done the best job I can for this council, I have been 

subjected to bullying on several occasions by certain Members of this council and to be 

frank, I can take it and it won’t break me, and I will continue doing the best job that I can 

possibly do, Thank you Chairman.” After further brief discussions, it was moved by the 

Chairman and RESOLVED that the minutes for the council meeting would be confirmed, 

based on the amendments proposed by Councillor Rizvi.  
 

The Clerk advised Members that, with regards to the minutes for the council meeting held 

on 7th May 2020, this council must be advised that the minutes will now be amended, in 

accord with Councillor Rizvi’s proposal, then duly considered at the next meeting, to be 

held on 12th November 2020. The reason for this is that any documentation, to be 

considered and approved by this council, should be published in accordance with the 

Standing Orders, in that there must be three clear days between the date of publication and 

the date of the meeting.  
 

After brief discussions, it was then moved by the Chairman and RESOLVED that;  
                                     

•  This information was NOTED. 
 

•  The minutes for the meetings held on 10th September 2020 

were CONFRIMED.  

 

•   The minutes for the meeting held on 7th May 2020 would be 

amended in accordance with the council’s resolution, then duly 

considered at the next meeting.   

 

20.103    DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

   Members NOTED that there were no Declarations of Interest. 

  
 

20.104       QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC  
 

In response to discussions, Members were reminded that the policy pertaining to public 

questions does not require the presence of the questioner, and the Clerk may read the 

received question, on behalf of the individual. Members were further reminded that a 

number of questions were received, in time for the last council meeting, however, these 

questions were not answered, due to time limitations, and were deferred to this meeting 

and further questions were received for this meeting, the total number of questions 

received is twenty-four. In response, the Chairman suggested that in the interests of 

fairness, questions would be received from different public attendees, rather than just one.  
 

   The following questions were asked by members of the public;  
 

Q.   This question concerns the improving of safety provision for horse-riders; by installing 

an appropriate path, adjacent to Lambourne road. This project would improve safety, 

traffic flow and be very beneficial for horse riders. 
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       She further suggested that this path may be extended around the neighbouring tennis 

court facility, on Chigwell Row recreation ground and conveyed her concerns 

pertaining to parking along Lambourne road, which has caused increased difficulties 

for wheelchair users and those with pushchairs.  
 

A. This council is very aware of concerns residents have pertaining to errant vehicular 

parking, particularly in Chigwell row. This council is presently pursuing the 

installation of bollards (of a design to be determined) in the vicinity of Lambourne 

road. The resultant proposals will likely be considered by the Management committee, 

at the meeting to be held on 28th October 2020, suggestions on where these bollards 

could be positioned could also be considered. The installation of horse-bridleways 

would normally come under the direction of ECC, however, if the proposal is to be 

sited on land owned by EFDC, then this agency would be included in the 

considerations for such a proposal. Further research would be necessary and is 

continuing. In response to discussions, Councillor Lion suggested he could raise the 

matter of bollards at the next meeting of the Local Highways Panel however, he could 

not pre-determine where this proposal would come in their priorities.  
 

At the request of the public attendee, the Clerk read the received questions, on his 

behalf.  
 

Q.    In the minutes of the council meeting held on 10th April 2019, it states that a formal 

complaint was submitted to Royal Mail, concerning the re-occurrent loss and late 

arrival of post. An issue which has been occurring intermittently over the past few 

months. Could this action be re-enacted, because residents living in the areas of 

Woolhampton way are still having a similar problem.  
 

A.   The issues concerning the standard of services provided by Royal Mail have since 

been resolved. Whilst this council may certainly lobby the respective authorities on 

behalf of residents, it may be more effective if complaints are directed, en masse to 

the providing authority. In response, the Chairman further suggested that ‘Twitter’ 

was a very effective tool to report such matters to Royal Mail.  
 

Q.     In the minutes of the meetings held on 21st November 2019 and 12th December 2019, 

a public attendee called for Cycle storage facilitates, though acknowledged, nothing 

has been done to progress the matter. Can this and other measures such as the 

introduction of vehicle electrical charging points be given more priority.   
 

A.   Bicycle Storage facilities and associated concepts have been discussed at previous 

meetings, however no tangible proposals pertaining to this matter have been 

considered. With regards to vehicle electrical charging points, the Parish council is 

consulting with providers and intends to consider proposals at the next Management 

committee meeting.  
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     Q.   The Clerk advised Members that the question refers to precarious experiences of 

residents using Pudding Lane and the observed deficiencies in the upkeep of this 

roadway. He advised attendees that the question was quite long, and he would not 

read it out, in the interest of time efficiency.  

  A.     This council has and will continue to lobby the ECC, on behalf of affected residents, 

of their concerns pertaining to B-roads, which become severely hazardous during 

seasonal periods of inclement weather, such as Vicarage Lane and Luxborough Lane, 

as well as Pubbing Lane. The Parish council has resolved to participate in the Salt 

Bag Partnership Scheme. This action will allow the council to receive a one tonne 

wrapped pallet, consisting of separate 25kg bags of grit-salt, to be utilised by the 

community. The details of which are to be determined at the next meeting of the 

Management committee; 28th October 2020. The respective pallet is presently 

scheduled to be delivered on 14th November 2020.  
 

            Councillor Lion then interrupted, questioning whether the time allocated for 

questions would be used up, when the third questioner had not been given an 

opportunity to ask questions. In response, the Chairman advised Members that there 

is five minutes remaining, then suggested that the final question would be received 

from the Chigwell Row representative, then the other attendee’s questions may be 

received. In response to discussions, the Chairman proposed that an opportunity be 

given to all public attendees to ask questions.  
 

Q.       Having read-up all your full council meetings since 2015, I am alarmed that the CRA 

seem adamant the yellow-bus is of no use.  Though not attached to your 8th May 

2019 Full Council Minutes on your website, It seems that every piece of evidenced 

provided by EFCT suggests the Yellow bus is well used. I know that a member of 

CRA suggested that other projects are more worthy of the budget used for the buses, 

but the community disagrees. The £800,000 that could be derived from the S106 

budget through development of Chigwell Infant schools would meet many years of 

the proposed yellow bus route. Can you confirm that the Parish Council will do 

everything they can to make sure EFDC grants us this money?  Moreover, can we 

have a guarantee from the council that the proposed Section 22 period (pay for 

service) will be contracted as a temporary measure? I feel this will force EFDC to 

pay the Section 106 money more willingly.  Could I ask that it is reiterated that this 

Section 106 money could be lost to the council if we terminate the bus service? My 

understanding is that this is because it was only applied for on that basis.  

A.     Epping Forest Community Transport has continually updated members on statistics 

pertaining to the community bus service, which she suggests demonstrates the 

potential of this service and confirm the service is well utilised by the wider 

community. In support of this position, this information has been presented to this 

council, the Management committee and the previously existing Community Bus 

Service management committee.  

            In response to brief discussion, the Chairman of the Chigwell Residents Association 

said she was happy to read the submitted questions, on behalf of the CRA.  
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Q.      On 3rd October 2019, after their inspection, Wire-house consulting provided Parish 

staff with a document detailing Health and Safety failings within the organisation 

and a list of actions that staff needed to complete to be compliant with current 

regulations. Some actions were marked as red or “High Importance” with the report 

stating, “The consultant has highlighted these to be high risk as there is an immediate 

concern for safety and/or a breach of legislation”.  The report stated the items marked 

red should be tackled first Item 33 (Parish Office and Victory Hall) stated, "There are 

no risk assessments in place for activities including working at heights”.  This item 

was marked as red but it appears these risk assessments have still to be completed 

whilst other actions of lower priority have been carried out.  Have Councillors had an 

explanation from staff as to why this matter was not tackled first, as per the 

instructions of their professional advisors?  

A.    In response to discussions, Councillor Chana questioned whether there were any 

circumstances in the office, where staff would be required to work at height.  

            The Clerk then responded to the question; No, because an explanation of the matters 

described in the question, has not been requested. The Health & Safety site 

inspection was conducted on 3rd October 2019, whilst the respective report, was 

received by this office on 17th October 2019, this document was then considered by 

the Management committee, at the following meeting, members were advised; “that 

certain issues described in the document will require immediate attention and 

possibly expenditure, to ensure the council is fully compliant with relevant statutory 

regulations” In response it was suggested; “that accordant budgetary arrangement 

would have to be made prior to any expenditures” quoting from the confirmed 

minutes of that meeting. This report was then re-presented to the committee at the 

meetings held on 28th November 2019, 20th February 2020, 25th June 2020, 23rd July 

2020 & 24th September 2020 and at the council meeting held on 21st November 

2019. This documentation was also emailed to all Members on 5th December 2019. 

This report was eventually approved at the meeting held on 20th February 2020, by 

this committee, in pursuance to the completion of the recommendations as detailed in 

the reports. Consequentially, staff are now required to attend a series of associated 

training courses, which is presently being progressed. The Chairman then stated that 

he has discussed this matter with both the Clerk and the CRA Chairman, and the 

council is quite conscious of any issue which may pose a litigation risk, and it is 

intended to respective service provider will re-visit the council, very shortly, towards 

ensuring inspections are done and any necessary actions are completed.  
 

Q.    Why doesn’t the Publication Policy document not currently comply with the 

requirements, the recommendations or the Method of Publication stated in the Local 

Government Transparency Code 2015 
 

A.         The Chairman stated that if in any extent it falls short of what is expected, it will most 

certainly be rectified.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chigwell PARISH COUNCIL  

 MINUTES 

Virtual Meeting:  COUNCIL  Date: 8th October 2020 

 

 

 

MINUTES20/8th October 2020 - 6 - 

 

 

 Q.      The payments schedule indicates a £200 payment for the annual bus tracker subscription 

will this be as per the previous Tracker-Shop tracking facility, that is that the location of 

both buses can be seen at any time?  
 

 A.        In response, the Clerk stated yes, confirming this facility would be operational.  

 

              The Clerk reminded Members that several written questions, received from members of the 

public, prior the meeting on 10th September are yet to be received by this council. Due to time 

constraints these questions will now be deferred to the meeting in November 2020.  
 

         After brief discussions, it was moved by the Chairman and RESOLVED that:  
                                     

•   This information was NOTED. 
 

20.105 COMMUNICATIONS 
 

Members NOTED that no communications had been received.  

 
 

20.106 DOCUMENTS ON DEPOSIT 
 

Members then NOTED the documents that had been received and/or deposited with the 

Clerk to the Council during September 2020. 

 
 

20.107 REPORT OF THE RESPONSIBLE FINANCIAL OFFICER 
 

a) List of Payments/Incomes/Account Balances 
 

In response to discussions, Councillor Lion suggested that the procedures concerning 

the authorisation of Staff salary payment, overtime payment and time-off ‘in lieu’ 

should be reviewed at a subsequent meeting.  
 

The Clerk advised Members, that attending public should not be sending ‘chat’ 

messages to Members, during considerations, and if such activity was to persist the 

individuals may be excluded from the meeting.  
 

After further discussions, it was moved by the Chairman and RESOLVED that: 
 

•   This information be NOTED.  
 

• The list of payments signed up to 2nd October 2020 be 

APPROVED, and that the summary of income received and the 

account balance, at that date be NOTED. 
 

• A review of the procedure and policy concerning Staff salary and 

overtime payment, time-off ‘in lieu’, and annual leave will be 

done at a subsequent meeting.   
 

  

b)        Reconciliation of Parish Council Bank Accounts with the Accounts Package  
 

After brief discussions, Councillor Scrutton PROPOSED, and Councillor Braha 

SECONDED, that the reconciliation of the Parish Council Bank Accounts with the 

Finance Accounts has been checked, confirmed and will be signed accordingly on 

Friday 9th October 2020.   
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20.109     CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS 
 

    a)    Licensing Act 2003 Consultation Policy  
 

     Members were advised that Epping Forest District Council is the licensing authority, 

as described within the Licensing Act 2003, and as a requirement of this legislation, it 

is necessary for EFDC to consult on the associated policies every five years. This is in 

accordance with the current guidance issued under Section 182, of the Licensing Act.  
 

Members were further advised that several inclusions and updates have been drafted, 

since the previous policy was published, as well as changes to the list of consultees. 

These, inclusions, updates and changes concern the following paragraphs; 1.5, 1.6, 

1.12, 1.16 to 1.19 & 1.50.  
 

       Members then CONSIDERED the Correspondence received from the EFDC 

Licensing Manager and the ‘Statement of Licensing Policy’, as at Appendix 3a and 

3b, respectively.  
 

After brief discussions, it was moved by the Chairman and RESOLVED that:  
 

•      This information be NOTED. 
 

•       No comment would be submitted to the respective authority.  

 

20.110      ALLOTMENT FEES ANNUAL REVIEW 
 

 

        Members were reminded that this council manages two allotment sites at Limes avenue 

and Gravel lane, which are utilised by residents, community organisations and educational 

institutions, and that a review of the respective charges for this service was most recently 

undertaken in April 2017. Members were further reminded that in accordance with the 

adopted financial regulations, this council is required to review all fees and charges, on an 

annual basis, at a minimum.  
 

Members then CONSIDERED the respective report and REVIEWED the current pricings 

for the allotments, as shown at Appendix 4. Councillor Scrutton proposed that the pricing 

for a half-plot be altered from £20, to £25, as this adjustment would allow a discount for 

those tenants who have a full-sized plot. Councillor Lion suggested, in view of the recent 

expenditures incurred for the clearance of Gravel lane allotment plots, a policy requiring 

self-clearing of allotments should be considered.   
 

In response to discussions, Members were advised that the recent clearance of two plots at 

Gravel lane was approved by the Management committee, because of an observed increase 

in demand of this facility, which was demonstrated by the number of residents on the 

waiting list, which since the ‘pandemic’ enquiries had increased dramatically. At that 

meeting, Members were advised that the two plots had remained un-used for many years 

and would require extensive attention to be returned to a fitting standard.  
 

After further discussions, it was moved by the Chairman and RESOLVED that:  
 

•      This information be NOTED. 
 

• The pricing for a half-plot would be £25, this would be effective 

from April 2022.  
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20.111     STANDING ORDERS AND FINANCIAL REGULATIONS REVIEW  
 

 

Members were reminded that at the meeting held on 19th June 2020, it was resolved that 

proposals for amendments to the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations would be 

submitted, then duly considered at a ‘Workshop,’ and that in accordance with the adopted 

Standing Orders (2019), it is required to undertake a review of these documents at the 

Annual Council Meeting, which are based on the model published by the National 

Association of Local Councils (NALC) and supplemented with local requirements, in 

accordance with council resolutions. Members were then reminded that the bold text is in 

accord with statutory regulations, therefore cannot be amended. Members were further 

advised that normally the review process would require Members to read the documents 

and then communicate their respective proposals to the council, via the Chairman, which 

will then be duly considered at a subsequent meeting. Members were reminded that the 

Finance committee had recently resolved to discontinue the use of a ‘cash-box’ at the 

office and it is now required that the Financial regulations be updated in accordance with 

this agreed arrangement.  
 

After further discussions, it was moved by the Chairman and RESOLVED that:  
 

•  This information be NOTED.  
 

•   Members would read the respective documents, then submit any 

comments, qualms and proposals to the Vice-Chairman, before 29th 

October 2020.  

 

 

20.112     PARISH COUNCIL EMAIL ACCOUNT PROPOSAL  
 

 

        Members were reminded that at the meeting held on 19th June 2020, it was resolved to 

investigate proposals to establish specific ‘Parish Council’ email accounts, which would be 

utilised by Councillors, for council business. Members were then advised that 

correspondence from the appointed IT Consultant, pertaining to this matter has been 

received, as shown at Appendix 6. Members were advised that in view of the previous 

suggestions that other alternatives should be considered to ensure, best value for money, 

the IT Consultant has been invited to address the council.  
 

Members then CONSIDERED the respective proposal and RECEIVED a brief 

presentation, from the IT consultant on this proposal.  
 

 

         After in-depth discussions pertaining to this proposal, it was moved by the Chairman and 

RESOLVED that:  
 

•  This information be NOTED.  
 

•   The principle of the proposal be APPROVED, subject to the inherent 

security implications being researched.  
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20.113     HEALTH & SAFETY ACTION PLAN TRAINING SCHEDULE   
 

 

        Members were reminded that an external service provider conducted Health & Safety 

inspections, on 3rd October 2020, and 11th November 2020. The resultant reports were 

considered by the Management committee at meetings held on 31st October 2019, 28th 

November 2019, 20th February 2020, 25th June 2020, 23rd July 2020 & 24th September 

2020 and at the council meeting held on 21st November 2019. This documentation was also 

emailed to Members on 5th December 2019. Members were further reminded that at the 

meeting held on 20th February 2020, this documentation was duly approved by the 

Management committee.  
 

            Members were then advised that to complete the recommendations as detailed in the H&S 

Action Plans/reports, staff will be required to attend a series of training courses. Members 

then CONSIDERED the schedule for this training as shown at Appendix 6.   
 

         In response to discussions, Members were updated on the requisite training and the H&S 

inspections, both of which are to be slightly delayed, due to the recently introduced 

‘pandemic’ restrictions.  In response to further discussions, the Clerk stated that he 

anticipated the ‘E-learning’ courses should be completed by the end of this month, whilst 

the other courses should be completed by the end of November 2020, however the 

schedule would be determined by the providing authority.  
 

          After further discussions, it was moved by the Chairman and RESOLVED that:  
 

•  This information be NOTED.  

 

20.114     ESTABLISHMENT & MEMBERSHIP OF WORKING COMMITTEES  
 

Members are reminded that at the annual council meeting held on 8th May 2019, it was 

determined that the previously existing working committees, namely: Environment, 

Complaints, Community Bus Service Management, Neighbourhood Plan, 

Communications, Victory Hall Management and Personnel, would be substituted for an 

all-encompassing Management Committee. This resolution was agreed, in the interest of 

transparency, to reduce the increasing workload and to reduce the possibility of committee 

meetings being declared inquorate.  
 

Members were advised that as these committees have been given the Power to Act, the 

decisions of these committees would be reported to council for information rather than for 

ratification, unless this decision would result in an expenditure of over £2,500.00p which 

will require ratification from the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, whilst any decision that 

will result in an expenditure of over £5,000.00p will require ratification from the council, 

prior to implementation.  
 

Members were further advised that at the meeting of the Management committee held on 

23rd July 2020, it was resolved to establish a Personnel Sub-committee. In view of the 

intent of the Management committee, the council intent to establish a Personnel committee 

would appear inefficient, however these considerations are ultimately for this council.   
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Councillor Braha suggested there was no requirement for a Victory Hall Management 

committee, at this stage and he thought the previous intent was to establish the 

‘Communication’ and ‘Personnel’ committees, as sub-committees, under the direction of 

the Management committee.  
 

In response to further discussions, Members were advised that all meetings, council, 

committee and sub-committee, must abide by the statutory regulations that govern the 

scheduling of those meetings and the publication of the associated documents.  
 

          After further in-depth discussions, it was moved by the Chairman and RESOLVED that:  
 

•  This information be NOTED.  
 

•  The council would establish a Communications committee.  
 

•  The members of the Communications committee would be as follows: 

Councillors; Akhtar, Bhanot, Braha, Hodds and Sehmi.  
 

 

20.115     PUBLICATION SCHEME  
 

Members were reminded that the council is statutorily required to publish information in 

accordance with the Publication Scheme and respond to requests for information which 

may be administered by the council. At the meeting held on 10th September 2020, it was 

resolved that further research to determine the relevance of this document would be 

undertaken. Members then CONSIDERED the necessary Publication Scheme, as shown at 

Appendix 4.     
 

After full and in-depth discussions, it was moved by the Chairman and RESOLVED that:  
 

•  This information be NOTED.  
 

•   This matter would be deferred to a subsequent meeting, to allow 

further research pertaining to the draft document’s compliance with 

the Local Government Transparency Code 2015 (Method of 

Publication) 

 

 

20.116           MEMBERS’ REPORTS 
 

a)    Bollards at Grange Crescent 
 

Councillor Lion advised Members that bollards have been recently installed at Grange 

crescent. This project has been completed, much to the appreciation of residents, due to 

the efforts of the Local Highways Panel. Unfortunately, one bollard now requires repair, 

which is to be done by the EFDC Highway Rangers.  
 

b) Oak Lodge Avenue  
 

Councillor Lion advised Members that numerous issues have been raised pertaining to 

the deteriorated state of this roadway; footways, unkempt trees and potholes. 

Particularly, the footpaths, which have become uneven. This situation is being look at 

by the appropriate authorities.  
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c) Blocked Drainage 
 

Councillor Lion advised Members that the issue of blocked drains has become 

particularly prevalent, which has caused local flooding in affected areas, throughout the 

Parish. This situation has been reported, to the authorities, and a solution is presently 

being formulated.  
 

d) Unkempt Vegetation   
 

Councillor Lion advised Members that the issue of unkempt vegetation has also caused 

concern to residents; overgrown branches have become obstructive to footpaths and 

pavements, particularly during this season of accelerated growth. Councillor Lion 

further advised Members he has communicated with representatives of ECC, EFDC and 

a local farmer on these matters.  
 

          After further discussions, it was moved by the Chairman and RESOLVED that:  
 

•       This information be NOTED. 
 

 

20.117         HIGHWAYS ISSUES  
 

a)     Forest Lane  
 

Councillor Braha advised Members that he has observed a pothole at the bottom of 

Forest lane, which is getting progressively larger. This issue has resulted in a lot of 

complaints from affected residents.  

 

b)      Incidences of excessive speed on Lechmere Avenue 
   

Councillor Sehmi advised Members that she intends to garner evidence of the on-going 

issue of vehicles travelling at excessive speeds, on Lechmere Avenue. 

 

c)      Brook Parade  
                  

                          The Chairman of the Chigwell Residents Association stated we are still getting 

complaints about the state of the road surface at the rear of Brook Parade, which has 

been an on-going issue. She further advised Members that one result of the ‘traffic 

survey’ has been that residents do not want large lorries and skips, using minor roads as 

a ‘cut-thru’ this situation is not helped by traffic width-restriction signage which has 

been obscured by other signs and overgrown vegetation.  

  

d)  High road Footpath  
 

Councillor Scrutton advised Members that the footpath immediately adjacent to the 

Metropolitan Police ground is presently being repaired.  

 

e)  Brook Parade/Mews 
 

Councillor Braha advised Members that himself and Councillor Sunger have recently 

visited the area of Brook Mews, to see for themselves the situation. This locality 

experiences repeated incidences of fly-tipping and anti-social behaviour, which has 

increased in recent months. He has communicated these observations to the respective 

Portfolio Holder at EFDC, who intends to assign the appropriate district assets to 

remedy the situation.  
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f)      Fly-tipping  
                  

The Chairman of the Chigwell Residents Association advised Members that she has 

received reports and witnessed an increase of incidences of fly-tipping in Chigwell, 

which is of concern to residents.  
                            

               After further discussions, it was moved by the Chairman and RESOLVED that: 
 

•  This information be NOTED.  
 

•  The Chairman of the Chigwell Residents Association and 

Members would convey to the appropriate authorities, via the 

Clerk, specific areas where fly-tipping has occurred on 

repeated occasions.  
 

 
 

 

20.118  REPORT OF THE CLERK   
 

 The Clerk reported that;  
 

• Members were reminded of the meetings of the Finance committee scheduled for 15th 

October 2020, at 7pm and 19th November 2020, at 7pm.  
 

• Members were advised that the winter opening hours for Chigwell cemetery are now 

in operation, which are from 9.30am to 4.30pm.  
  

• He was engaged in Volunteering duties in support of a recognised charity; Trussell 

Trust; Epping Forest Foodbank, on Saturday 3rd October 2020, 10am-12pm, and will 

be engaged in similar duties on Saturday 10th October 2020.   
 

                     After brief discussions, it was moved by the Chairman and RESOLVED that:  
 

• This information be NOTED.  
 

 

20.119  REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN 
 

 The Chairman reported on the following;  
 

• A letter of congratulation for the successful examination results was sent by the 

council to West Hatch High School.  
 

• He has recently corresponded with the Headteacher of West Hatch High School, to 

arrange a meeting, to discuss to the Community Bus Service.  
 

• A letter of congratulation for a recently launched retail business, was sent by the 

council to Debra’s outlet.  
 

• Great British September Clean event at Chigwell Village and Chigwell Row, 

Macmillan Cancer Support event.  
 

• The previously scheduled meeting with the Chigwell Senior Citizens Club did not 

occur because of the recently introduced ‘Public health’ restrictions.  
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• World Mental Health Day preparations are continuing, in collaboration with 

Councillor Sehmi.  
 

The Chairman advised Members that he received a telephone call from a gentleman, 

intending to establish a ‘Foodbank’ in Chigwell. The individual proposed that either Limes 

Farm or the Victory Hall, may serve as an operational base, for this scheme. In response, 

an attending Member of the public stated that we already have a foodbank, and quired 

whether the individual concerned was part of the Epping Forest foodbank. In response to 

further discussion, Members were advised that this project was not part of the scheme, 

operated by the Trussell Trust.  
 

• Remembrance Day preparations.  
 

• The Chairman advised Members he recently meet with the Chairman of the Chigwell 

Resident’s Association. This meeting was quite beneficial and a learning experience 

and encouraged others to meet with the CRA Chairman.   
 

                After brief discussions, it was moved by the Chairman and RESOLVED that:  
 

• This information be NOTED. 

 
 

20.120   MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT FORWARD TO THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING 
 

  After discussions, it was moved by the Chairman and RESOLVED that the following 

matters would be brought forward to the next meeting:  
 

•    The installation of a commemorative ‘Blue Plaque’ at Chigwell school.  
 

•    The review of the Publication Scheme.  
 

•     Health and Safety Action Plans/Inspections.  
 

•     Review of the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations. 
 

•   An attending member of the public requested that consideration for the 

installation of Bicycle storage facilities sited near the Underground stations 

and shopping areas.  

 

 
 

20.121      EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND THE PRESS   
 

Members were reminded that in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to 

Meetings) Act 1960 and Local Government Act 1972, a council meeting must be open to 

the public and the press, and may only be excluded by manner of a council resolution, that 

states publicity would prejudice the public interest by reasons of the confidential nature of 

the business or some other reasons stated in the respective resolution and arising out of the 

business to be transacted.  
 

Members then CONSIDERED whether the nature of the business and proceedings to be 

transacted, would likely result in confidential information being disclosed.  
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After, discussions, it was then moved by the Chairman and RESOLVED that;  
 

• This information be NOTED.  
 

• The public and the press be excluded from the meeting, the Council 

believing that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest 

by reason of the confidential nature of the business about to be 

discussed. 
 

 

20.122     LEWIS MEMORIAL & VICTORY HALL LEASE    
 

  Members were reminded that following correspondences, committee resolutions, and 

virtual meetings with the Lewis Memorial and Victory Hall Foundation, the council now 

intends to establish a new lease agreement with LMVHF, for the administration and 

management of Victory Hall. At the meeting of the Management committee held on 30th 

July 2020, it was resolved that a revised lease would be produced, as well as an updated 

‘Schedule of dilapidations and wants of repair’ report for the Victory Hall and the 

Chigwell Member’s Club.  
 

Members then CONSIDERED the correspondence received from the solicitor and the 

draft lease agreement, then RECEIVED a confidential update from the Chairman and the 

Clerk on this matter.  
 

              After full and in-depth discussions, it was moved by the Chairman and RESOLVED that:  
 

• This information be NOTED. 
 

• The draft lease would be conveyed to the LMVHF, to enable 

informed discussions between both parties.  
 

 

 

20.123     RESPONSIBLE FINANCIAL OFFICER/CEMETERY REGISTRAR  
 

Members were reminded that the position of Responsible Financial Officer/Cemetery 

Registrar will become vacant effective 31st December 2020, due to a notice of resignation, 

dated 1st September 2020, and that at the meeting held on 10th September 2020, the council 

was advised that the formulation of a revised job description and a recruitment ‘Plan of 

action’ is presently being undertaken and will be duly considered at a subsequent council 

meeting. 
 

                Members RECEIVED a confidential update from the Chairman on this matter.  
 

                In response to quires from the Chairman and Councillor Scrutton, Members then 

RECEIVED a confidential update from Councillor Rizvi on the intent and progress to 

date, towards the researches and determinations of the associated staffing requirements of 

this council.  
 

In response to discussions, Members were reminded by the Clerk, of the statutory 

regulations that govern the scheduling of committee meetings and the publication of the 

associated, requisite documents.  
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                 After further full and in-depth discussions, it was moved by the Chairman and 

RESOLVED that:  
 

 

•   This information be NOTED. 
 

• The employment of the Responsible Financial Officer/Cemetery 

Registrar would be extended beyond 31st December 2020, to a 

date to be determined. 
 

• A meeting of the Personnel Sub-committee would be scheduled 

for 22nd October 2020, 7pm.  
 

 

 

The meeting concluded at 10.30pm.  
 

 

Signed  ............................................................... 

Chairman 

Date  ......................................................... 


