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Meeting: NEIGHBOURHOOD    Date: 28th June 2018 Time: 6.00pm 

                PLAN COMMITTEE 

 

  

Venue:  COUNCIL OFFICES, HAINAULT ROAD, CHIGWELL 
 
 

 

PRESENT: Councillors (10) 

Councillors; Richard Alvin (Vice-Chairman), Naveed Akhtar, Richard Alvin, 

Deborah Barlow, Kewal Chana, Roger Farthing, Rochelle Hodds, Alan Lion, 

#Brian Sandler, Barry Scrutton and Darshan Singh Sunger.  

 

  Officers (1) 

 Anthony Belgrave - Clerk to the Council. 

 

            Also in Attendance (4) 

There were four members of the public in attendance. 

 

# for part of the meeting.  

 

18.00    ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN   
 

Councillor Farthing proposed, and Councillor Sunger seconded, Councillor Alvin.  

As there were no other nominations, Councillor Alvin was elected as Chairman of the 

Neighbourhood Plan Committee. 

 
18.01    ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN   

 

The Chairman advised members that the decision by this committee, to appointment a 

Vice-Chairman was taken because of the lengthy and regular absence of the former 

Chairman. Since the Neighbourhood Plan has already been submitted and is presently 

awaiting examination, the requirement for a Vice-Chairman is now negated.                           
    

   After further discussions, it was moved by the Chairman and RESOLVED that; 

 

• a Vice-Chairman would not be appointed.  

 

 
18.02 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (1) 

 

Apologies were received from Councillor John Knapman.   

 

 

 

18.03 OTHER ABSENCES (0) 
 

None.  
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18.04 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 

The minutes of the meetings held on 5th April 2018 were confirmed. 

 

 

 
 

18.05 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

 

The Clerk reminded members that whilst it was their own responsibility to consider 

their interests, whether pecuniary or non-pecuniary and to make the appropriate 

declarations, this Council adopted a Code of Conduct, at the meeting held on 10th 

November 2016. Further, members are regularly reminded of their respective 

obligations, at every Annual Council meeting. The Localism Act 2011 requires the 

adoption of a recognised Code of Conduct, which confirms the conduct expected of 

their members. He also advised that Councillor Lion should declare a non-pecuniary 

interest in the business being transacted at the meeting, because they are a member of 

the EFDC; Local Plan Cabinet Committee. Further, this member has not registered 

their interest as required, by submitting a completed and updated ‘Register of Interest’ 

declaration form. This member’s inaction is therefore contrary to the Council’s 

adopted code of conduct.  

 

In response to this advice, Councillor Lion stated that he does not believe he is in 

breach of the adopted code, however he is willing to submit an updated declaration 

form.  

 

The Clerk stated that the Monitoring Officer advised that the important provision to 

consider is the public perception of the relevant facts. In support of this advice, the 

Clerk then quoted Item 11.2 of the Council’s Code of Conduct, which states; 

 

“11.2 Public Perception 
  

If you have an interest which a member of the public with knowledge of the relevant 

facts would reasonably regard as so significant that it is likely to affect your 

judgement in the public interest and you are present at a meeting of the Authority at 

which such business is to be considered or is being considered you must:  
 

(i)    Disclose the existence and nature of the interest (subject to the provisions of 

paragraph 9(3) above); and  
 

(ii)      Withdraw from the room or chamber where the meeting considering the 

business is being held” 

 

Councillor Lion maintained that he was not in breach of the adopted code of conduct, 

accordingly, members NOTED that there were no declarations of interest. 

 

 

 

 

 



Chigwell PARISH COUNCIL  

                  MINUTES 
 

Meeting: NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING COMMITTEE Date: 28th June 2018 
 

MINUTES 18/28th June 2018 - 3 - 

   

 

 

 

18.06     NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE 
 

The Chairman advised members that the six-week regulation 16 publication period, 

which started on 15th May 2018 has now concluded. The next phase of this project 

will be the appointment of a Neighbourhood Planning Independent Examination 

Service (NPIERS) Examiner, which is now being progressed. After this, the Public 

Examination phase will commence, followed by the receipt and review of the 

Examiner’s report. Lastly the entire process will conclude with a referendum and 

adoption. The Chairman also stated that commentaries to the proposed 

Neighbourhood Plan have been received from both Natural England and Historic 

England.  
 

Councillor Scrutton stated that he has become aware four commentaries have been 

received by the Planning authority from members of the public, concerning the 

Neighbourhood Plan, he further enquired if the Chairman was also aware of the 

content of these comments. In reply, the Chairman stated that he was not aware, and 

could not make an informed comment until this information has been formally 

received by the Parish Council from the planning authority.  
 

After a full and in-depth discussion took place, it was moved by the Chairman and 

RESOLVED that: 
 

• This information be NOTED.  

  

 

18.07  NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN PROMOTIONAL CAMPAIGN 
 

The Chairman reminded members that in accordance with regulations the planning 

authority published the Neighbourhood Plan on their website and paper copies were 

available at EFDC. In correspondence received from the planning authority and the 

planning consultant, it was suggested that the Parish Council could engage in an 

alternative campaign towards the promotion of the Chigwell Neighbourhood Plan.  
 

After discussions, it was moved by the Chairman and RESOLVED that;  
 

• This information be NOTED.  
  

• A promotional campaign would not be pursued, because the 

six-week publication period has now concluded, but may be 

re-considered in the future.  
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18.08  OUTLINE PLANNING APPLICATION FOR COMMUNITY HUB PROJECT 
 

The Chairman advised members that a meeting was held on 24th May 2018 with the 

Cabinet Member for Culture, Communities and Customer Services and other 

representatives of Essex County Council, including the County Councillor for 

Chigwell and Loughton Broadway. The Clerk and the Chairman attended this 

meeting on behalf of the Parish Council.  
 

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the Community Hub Project and to 

propose an arrangement whereby the existing Chigwell Library could be 

incorporated within this purpose-built structure. The Chairman also reminded 

members that the Outline planning application was refused by the District 

Development Management Committee, because the proposed structure would be 

sited within the Green Belt and there were no special circumstances which would 

permit such a development. Consequentially, it is the intention to submit a second 

outline application where the newly designed structure will be re-positioned on the 

site, but external to the designated Green Belt boundary. Members were advised that 

the response to the proposal was most favourable and it was acknowledged that a 

mutually beneficial arrangement whereby the library building would be removed and 

incorporated into a new structure is feasible and configures with the strategies of 

Essex County Council. The initially, suggested format of this arrangement would be 

a leasehold contract between the two parties, in exchange for the land freehold, 

whereby EEC would administer the respective library services, within the new 

premises and the land freehold would transfers to Chigwell Parish Council. 

Representatives of ECC agreed, this project should advance, however the proposal 

would be discussed with their property advisors and the leader of ECC. Having then 

established their position, an appropriate, formal reply will be forwarded onto the 

Parish Council.  
 

After a discussion took place, it was moved by the Chairman and RESOLVED that:  
 

• This information be NOTED.  
 

• The Chairman would continue to update members on this 

subject.  

 

 

 

# Councillor Sandler arrived at the meeting.  
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18.09  COMMUNITY BUS SERVICE BUSINESS PLAN  
 

The Chairman of the Community Bus Service Management Committee addressed 

members on this subject. He advised that a revised Business Plan is not now 

necessary because the committee intends to revert to the original proposal to pursue 

this project by way of a partnership agreement with Epping Forest Community 

Transport(EFCT). This arrangement will allow EFCT to administer the community 

bus service on behalf of the Parish council. The respective draft contract will be 

considered by the Community Bus Service Management Committee and ratified by 

the council, prior to the agreement being official signed.  
 

After a discussion took place, it was moved by the Chairman and RESOLVED that:  
 

• This information be NOTED.  

 

 

 

18.10  DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
 

Members were reminded that the next meeting of this committee is scheduled for 

Wednesday 12th September 2018, 6pm.  

 
 

 

 

 

Signed  ............................................................... 

Chairman 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Date  ......................................................... 

 

 

 

 


