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MINUTES 

 

 
Meeting:  COUNCIL  

 

Date:  2nd August 2018 Time: 6.30PM 

Venue:  COUNCIL OFFICES, HAINAULT ROAD, CHIGWELL 

 

 

PRESENT: Councillors (10) 

Councillors Darshan Singh Sunger(Chairman), Naveed Akhtar, Richard 

Alvin(Vice-Chairman), Kewal Chana, Roger Farthing, Rochelle Hodds, John 

Knapman, Alan Lion, Brian Sandler and Barry Scrutton.  

 

 

  Officers (1) 

 Anthony-Louis Belgrave – Clerk to the Council. 

 

 

 Also in Attendance (3) 

There were three members of the public in attendance. 
 

 

 

 

18.80 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (1) 
 

NOTED that apologies had been received from Councillor Deborah Barlow.   

 

 

 

18.81 OTHER ABSENCES (0) 
 

There were no other absences 

  

 

 

18.82 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

NOTED that there were no Declarations of Interest. 

 

 
 
 

18.83 COMMUNICATIONS 
 

NOTED that no communications had been received. 
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18.84     CHAIRMAN’S CHARITY – Chigwell Riding Trust Presentation  
 

A brief introduction was given by the Chairman, he reminded Members that the 

Chigwell Riding Trust for special needs, has now been adopted as the Chairman’s 

Charity, and the manager of this organisation will give a short presentation on the 

charities’ purpose and upcoming fundraising activities.  
 

The Manager of the Chigwell Riding Trust stated that this horse-riding centre was 

established in Chigwell, over fifty years ago, to cater specifically for people with special 

needs. It was the first such facility in the world, that provides horse-riding instruction to 

people of all ages and abilities. She said that this is regarded as one of the leading 

specialised riding centres in the country, accommodating approximately 160 riders each 

week. The Chigwell Riding Trust is very much dependant on volunteers and there are 

always opportunities for the wider community to contribute to the charity. In terms of 

forthcoming fundraising activities, the Manager said that she intends to participate in a 

sponsored ‘Zip-wire’ challenge, at Archbishop Park, Southbank. This event will take 

place on 6th September 2018 and is being promoted on Facebook. In addition to this 

event there will also be a ‘Barn-dance’ at the centre. Members then watched a short film 

about the charity. After this presentation a full discussion took place, it was then 

moved by the Chairman and RESOLVED that: 
 

• The Parish Council would endeavour to generate funding to 

purchase horse-riding saddles, which would then be donated to 

the charity. The specifics of these intended fundraising events 

would be determined by the Communications committee.  
 

• The Chairman and Vice-Chairman would contribute directly to 

the organisation by participating as volunteers.  

 

 

18.85     MEMBERS’ REPORTS 
 

a) Central Line Renovation Project 
 

Councillor Lion stated that, last week he had a telephone conversation with a 

representative of TfL, concerning the planned Central Line renovation project. He was 

advised that no progress has been made and the project will be delayed until 

September 2018. Further, the communications plan despite assurances is yet to 

materialise. Residents of Lechmere avenue are quite concerned, the required work 

could take over one year to complete and TfL are not planning to replace any large 

tress, with similar types, which may be felled because of this project. Councillor Lion 

also stated that the he has observed the respective area needs this work urgently, as the 

cables have become unstable and earth slippage is occurring.  
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b) Sterling House Project  
 

     Councillor Lion advised members that a significant project is being planned to 

facilitate an electrical power upgrade at Sterling House. UK Power Networks have 

consulted with Essex County Council and this project will involve the laying of sub-

surface electrical cables, with extensive road-works. Further, the duration of this 

development will be approximately nine months and is presently scheduled to 

commence in February 2019.  

 

c) Neighbourhood Plan Update 
 

The Chairman of the Neighbourhood Plan committee reminded members that an 

independent examiner has been selected, from two options put forward by the 

Planning Policy Team at Epping Forest District Council. This examiner has submitted 

initial comments concerning the Neighbourhood Plan, which are presently being 

considered by the Planning consultant. Further, the examiner has decided to call a non-

statutory, exploratory meeting to examine issues of a procedural and compliance 

nature, to initially assess whether the Chigwell Neighbourhood Plan meets legislative 

requirements. This meeting will be open to the public, however only representatives of 

Chigwell Parish Council and Epping Forest District Council will be invited to 

participate. The meeting will take place on Wednesday 5th September 2018, at 10am, 

the venue will be the Parish Council offices.   

 

d) Community Bus Service Management Committee 
 

Councillor Alvin advised members that a meeting was held on Thursday 26th July 

2018. The Mercedes Sprinter 514 long wheelbase mini-buses are still on track to be 

delivered for early September 2018. The exterior of these two vehicles will be yellow 

and without inscriptions, magnetised panelling is to be installed, prior to delivery, to 

allow sponsorship opportunities. Further practical exercises have been undertaken, to 

verify the feasibility of the proposed routes and time-tables. It is intended that these 

proposals will be registered with the Transport Commissioner, in accordance with 

statutory requirements. And the service will begin operations shortly before 10th 

September 2018. In preparation for this a marketing and publicity Campaign will be 

instigated. This campaign will involve the door-to-door delivery of an information 

leaflet and an article on the website. The design and content of this leaflet will be 

determined by the Community Bus Service Management Committee. Lastly, 

discussions with the Manager of Epping Forest Community Transport (EFCT) have 

culminated in a proposal for EFCT to administer all aspects of this project in 

partnership with Chigwell Parish Council. This proposal is to be considered by the 

council during this meeting.  
 

 After discussions, it was moved by the Chairman and RESOLVED that: 
 

• This information be NOTED. 
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18.86     REPORT OF THE CLERK    
 

 

  The Clerk reported that;  
 

•   A meeting of the Police, Fire and Crime Panel was held on 28th June 2018. At 

this meeting the current temporary Deputy Chief Constable of Essex Police, 

Ben-Julian (BJ) Harrington was confirmed as the next Chief Constable of Essex 

Police. has been appointed as the Chief Constable of Essex Police. 
 

•   He met with a resident of Lechmere Avenue concerning the proposed Central 

Line Renovation Project. This meeting culminated in a list of questions being 

submitted to the Parish Council Bank about the proposed works. This list was 

forwarded to the Community Partnerships Specialist, Public Affairs & External 

Relations for Transport for London, on 18th July 2018. The Parish Council is still 

awaiting a response to this email. 
 

•  The revised National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) was published by the 

Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government on 24th July 2018. 

This is the first version of the NPPF since 2012. A hyperlink which accesses this 

document is available from the Clerk.  
 

•  The Millennium Gardens, electrical box is not functioning, it is to be repaired 

and extensively renovated. The cost of this work will be £537.60p and is 

scheduled to be completed by the end of next week. 
 

•   He had received correspondence from a Planning officer advising that the 

planning delegation process has been changed, as of 31st July 2018. 

Consequentially, it is now necessary for the Planning committee to verbalise any 

objection to a planning application at the meeting, where it is to be considered by 

the planning authority. This intention to speak in objection must be confirmed in 

advance, to the respective planning officer. He also stated that he intends to seek 

further details on these changes and advise the planning committee accordingly.  
 

•  The Parish Council has received the original lease documents from our solicitors, 

concerning the telecommunications site, situated at Chigwell Station Green.  
 

•   CTIL limited are intending to upgrade the existing telecommunications 

installation at Chigwell Station Green. This project will comprise: 
 

•  The replacement of 3 antennas within the shroud. 
 

•  The removal and replacement of an equipment cabinet.  
 

•  The installation of a side pod cabinet.  

 

After discussions, it was moved by the Chairman and RESOLVED that: 
 

• this information be NOTED. 
 

• details concerning the newly appointed Chief Constable of Essex Police will 

be emailed to all members.  
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• In future, all those requesting access to the electrical power supply at 

Chigwell Station Green will be advised that this facility is to be used 

exclusively for electrical lighting.  
 

• The Clerk will provide further details of the proposed works, on the telecom 

mast, at Chigwell Station Green.  
 

18.87     REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN 
 

There was nothing to report.   

     

18.88 MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT FORWARD TO THE NEXT COUNCIL 

MEETING 
 

The Chairman requested that the policies and procedures pertaining to the ‘Questions 

from Members of the Public’ session, at Council meetings be considered at the next 

meeting. 
 

Councillor Scrutton requested that the present state of Brook Parade be considered at 

the next meeting. He stated that road signage has been damaged and the area suffers 

from severe fly-tipping.  

 

18.89 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
 

                The following question was asked;  
 

•     A member of the public stated that at the previous meeting she asked when 

attending members became aware that the daughter of a serving Parish 

Councillor was a share-holder of a company that was the ‘Open Gardens 

maintenance’ service provider. They requested that this question be answered 

by the two members who are now present but were absent from the last 

meeting.  
 

The Chairman asked the Clerk for advice on this question and he advised 

members that this question should not be responded to, because, the answer 

would require the disclosure of confidential information relating to the 

financial and business affairs of an individual, other than the authority, 

however the decision to answer remains with the individual Councillor. In 

response Councillor Sandler stated that the question was completely ridiculous, 

and thoroughly inappropriate for this forum. He also said any complaints which 

a member of the public my wish to convey, should be dealt with in accordance 

with the adopted complaints procedure. Councillor Hodds agreed with 

Councillor Sandler. Both Councillors; Sandler and Hodds declined to answer 

this question. The Vice-Chairman stated that the respective complaint had been 

received and an appropriate response was posted. Councillor Knapman stated 

that, despite being abroad for the past few months, he is fully aware that the 

serving Parish Councillor referred to in the question, is himself.  
 

He also mentioned that he was disappointed that the individual did not seek an 

explanation from him directly. He reiterated that the respective complaint, 

could still be pursued further, if the concerned individual was not satisfied with 

the written response received, in accordance with Parish Council policy.  
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Councillor Knapman re-emphasised that this procedure would allow him to 

convey an appropriate response to this complaint and explain the situation. 

Which the member of public would be entitled to receive, should they be 

dissatisfied with the already received written response.  

 

18.90       EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND THE PRESS   
 

    The public and the press be excluded from the meeting, the Council believing that    

publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential 

nature of the business about to be discussed. 

 

18.91      COMMUNITY BUS SERVICE – Epping Forest Community Transport Proposal 
   

The Chairman of the Community Bus Service Management Committee advised 

members that at the last meeting, a partnership agreement, proposed by Epping Forest 

Community Transport (EFCT), to administer the Community Bus Service, on behalf of 

the Parish Council was CONSIDERED. He stated that due to the registered charity 

status of EFCT this will be a not-for-profit arrangement and the organisation could not 

lawfully participate in a regular commercial tender process. In terms of monetary value, 

EFCT will be a substantially cheaper service provider, again because of the registered 

charity status and it will be more experienced in operating this type of bus service. 

Members were further advised that whilst the committee has resolved to pursue this 

arrangement, it will require ratification from the council for two reasons. Firstly, the 

waiving of financial regulations relevant to contracts, thereby enabling a price to be 

negotiated without competition, and the pursuance of this arrangement will result in an 

expenditure over the agreed monetary threshold.  
 

Members then CONSIDERED the recommendation, in accordance with Financial 

Regulation 11.1 d.   
 

After further discussions, the Chairman of the Community Bus Service advised 

members that this document is an initial draft of a partnership agreement, which 

includes the associated expenditure. It is based upon a generic format and several 

amendments will be introduced as may become necessary.  
 

Councillor Scrutton expressed concern that the council was considering a significant 

expenditure before some of the requisite funding has been received by the Parish 

Council. Councillor Knapman replied the project would be funded by S106 agreements, 

which have already been confirmed by the relevant parties. He stated that he sincerely 

believes the risk to the Parish Council would be minimal and a Community Bus Service 

would be exceedingly beneficial to the entire community, especially the elderly, 

disabled and those that reside in localities not adequately accommodated by the existing 

public transport system.  
 

  After further discussions, it was moved by the Chairman and RESOLVED that: 
 

• The Council would waive the Financial regulations relating to contracts to 

enable an agreement to be formulated without engaging in a regular 

commercial tender process.  
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• The Council will APPROVE the decision to enter into a partnership 

agreement with EFCT. This final agreement will include a variety of minor 

amendments.  
 

• Further clarity will be sort concerning the schedule for compliance with the 

respective S106 agreements, the results of which will be presented to the 

council.  

 

 

 

 

 

                The meeting closed at 8.20pm. 

 

 

 

 
 

Signed  ............................................................... 

Chairman 

Date  ......................................................... 


