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Meeting:  COUNCIL  

 

Date:  19th November 2019 Time: 9.00am 

Venue:  COUNCIL OFFICES, HAINAULT ROAD, CHIGWELL 

 

 

PRESENT: Councillors (4) 

Councillors; Barry Scrutton (Chairman), Jamie Braha, Rochelle Hodds and #Alan 

Lion.   
 

  Officers (1) 
 

 Anthony-Louis Belgrave – Clerk to the Council.  
 

  

  Also in Attendance (2) 
 

 There were two members of the public in attendance.  
 

 # For part of the meeting.  

 
 

19.145 RECORDING OF MEETINGS  
 

 NOTED that in accordance with Standing Order 3 (i) photographing, recording,  

broadcasting or transmitting the proceedings of a meeting may take place.  

 

 

19.146 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (2) 
 

Apologies were received from Councillors; Pranav Bhanot and Darshan Singh Sunger.   

 

 

19.147 OTHER ABSENCES (5) 
 

Councillors; Naveed Akhtar, Deborah Barlow, Kewal Chana, Faiza Rizvi and Mona 

Sehmi.  

  
 

19.148 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 

A member of the public stated that she had sent an email correspondence to the Clerk on 

18th November 2019, challenging the minutes of the council meeting held on 10th October 

2019. She stated that the minute 19.140 read; “this expense would likely result in an 

increase in the precept . . .”  She advised members her question was; “that the precept had 

already been raised in January 2018, as a consequence of the Community Bus Service”  
 

After further discussion, it was moved by the Chairman and RESOLVED that:  

 

• This information be NOTED.  
 

• The minutes for the meeting held on 10th October 2019 would be 

re-typed in accordance with the challenge, then reconfirmed at a 

subsequent meeting.  
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#  Councillor Lion arrived at the meeting.  

 

19.149 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

NOTED that there were no Declarations of Interest. 

 

19.150  REINSTATEMENT OF NIGHT-TIME STREET LIGHTING 
 

                The Clerk reminded members that the council resolved to participate in this scheme, 

proposed by ECC/EFDC, towards the reinstatement of night-time street lighting. The 

quoted costing in the proposal is £16,943.34, for the first year of operation.  Members 

were further reminded that an initial draft of the contract, was considered by the 

Management Committee, on 31st October 2019. The scheme would afford the night-time 

illumination of the entire Parish, there would be no flexibility for select streets and the 

service must operate for 7 days per week, for 4 years. The annual cost for this service 

would be subject for review by the providing authority; Essex County Council. 

According to correspondence received from the Service Manager – Contracts, it is hoped 

the service will be introduced on 1st December 2019.  The Clerk further stated that in the 

interests of clarity and to ensure the attending public are kept informed, he intends to 

explain the present situation, pertaining to the progression of this scheme and the 

execution of the respective contractual agreement.  
 

                 Members were advised that all recent correspondences in relation to this scheme have 

been with the EFDC Service Manager/Contracts; Mr. James Warwick, because EFDC are 

acting on behalf of the providing authority; ECC. Requests were sent on 8th & 13th 

November 2019, for the requisite contractual document, a response was received on 18th 

November 2019, advising that ECC; Highways & Transportation are still awaiting the 

mandatory approval from the S151 Officer. When this endorsement has been received, 

the draft document will be presented to the respective Cabinet Member, for decision and 

‘sign-off’, after which three full working days are needed, in anticipation of any ‘call-in.’ 

Further, the reprogramming of the street-lighting mechanisms will require one week for 

completion. This correspondence concluded that achieving the intended ‘switch-on’ date; 

1st December 2019, is dependant on the governance processes, and that the contract 

agreement between EFDC and Chigwell Parish Council will be sent very shortly.   
 

                The Clerk further updated members, stating that an email was received this morning 

(8.07am), advising that EFDC, are unable to deliver the aforementioned contract, because 

ECC have recently decided to remove the previously agreed ‘break clause’ between ECC 

and EFDC. Consequentially, EFDC are now required to replicate this action, to ensure 

non-liability, in the event the ‘break-clause’ is activated by the Parish Council.   
 

                The Clerk then reminded Members the contractual agreement received does contain the 

requested ‘break-clause’, however it has now become invalidated, by the decision made 

by ECC, therefore there exists the possibility ECC & EFDC may reject this agreement 

before the council.  
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                In response Councillor Lion stated ECC & EFDC would not reject the agreement, 

presently before the council, because it has already been accepted, and that the observed 

delays would suggest legal wrangling between the two authorities. Councillor Lion stated 

that he has corresponded with EFDC and the matters are being dealt with. He further 

suggested that the pursuance of this matter and the execution of the contract, could be 

delegated to the Clerk, providing the ‘break-clause’ is not withdrawn, and did not see any 

reason why this clause would be withdrawn. He further commented that this matter has 

been on-going for months and months, having repeated meetings, with no progress, other 

than considering the same contract with minor amendments. He then proposed that the 

council delegate the final contract to the Clerk, to be ‘signed-off.’ In response, Councillor 

Braha suggested that the received contract could be signed by the resolution of this 

council now. Councillor Lion responded that the required initiation date has not been 

written, because EFDC, cannot commit at this stage, until further assurances are given by 

the providing authority. He further reminded members that he thought this meeting was 

unnecessary, and the matter could have been resolved without resolution from the 

council. He remined members that he pushed not to have a meeting because the council 

was going on and on, without progress, it was very clear of the council’s intention, to 

abide by the requests of residents. At the last CRA meeting a very strong view was 

expressed, and we are becoming a laughing stock, how come this is still going on when in 

January 2019, the intention was stated, whilst here we are, and this matter has still not 

moved forward. He further reminded members that this council caused a lot of problems 

when it decided to seek advice from a third party, professional consultant, to pursue some 

sort of price negotiation, which was never on the cards. He then re-iterated the proposal 

that the council delegates this matter to the Clerk, for ‘signing-off’, subsequent to the 

anticipated agreement being received by EFDC.  
 

                 In response to quires from the Chairman, the Clerk advised members that he was highly 

uncertain whether as Proper Officer he could be delegated by the council to execute the 

agreement, because of the related expenditure and the stated intent of ECC & EFDC, to 

remove the previously agreed ‘break-clause’.  
 

                 In response to further discussions, Councillor Braha suggested that the received contract 

with the ‘break-clause could be ‘signed-off’ then despatched directly to EFDC, who 

would then inscribe the necessary dates, advising that them this is the version approved 

by the council, the worst case scenario being it will be rejected, to be re-considered at the 

meeting on Thursday 21st.  
 

                 In response to further discussions, the Clerk sort to clarify the decision made by 

members, he further re-iterated the possibility a new contract, without the previously 

approved ‘break-clause’ may be received, and the contract being considered at this 

meeting would then become defunct. He reminded members that the providing authority; 

ECC, are not in direct communication with the Parish Council, messages are being 

relayed by the EFDC Service Manager/Contracts. Councillor Lion then re-iterated, his 

position that this was unlikely, however in the event there are any further changes, he 

would correspondence directly with the relevant personnel.   
                

                 After discussions, it was then moved by the Chairman and RESOLVED that: 
 

•  This information be NOTED. 
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• The Clerk be delegated to ‘sign-off’ the received contract on 

behalf of the Parish Council, which would then be posted to 

EFDC, this morning.   

 
 

19.151   PARISH COUNCIL OFFICE CLOSUE OVER THE FESTIVE PERIOD  
   

The Clerk advised members of the arrangements for the closure of the Parish Office 

during the coming festive period. The office is to be closed between 4.30pm on Monday 

23rd December 2019 and will re-open at 9.00am on Thursday 2nd January 2020. The 

cemetery is to be open to visitors every day, including Christmas and New Year’s Day.   
 

     After brief discussion, it was moved by the Chairman and RESOLVED that:  
 

• This information be NOTED.  

 

 

 
 

19.152    QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
 

                  The following questions were asked;  
 

•     Q. A member of the public stated that she attended the meeting of the 

Management Committee, held on 31st October 2019. At this meeting the 

sponsorship of the coming Christmas Tree Lighting Event was discussed; 

Councillor Sunger proposed the sponsor for last year’s event, should be re-

engaged. Having examined the respective promotional literature for this event, she 

questioned who were ‘All Space’ and what is their links to the council?  
 

•     A. The Chairman responded that ‘All Space’ advertising printed the promotional 

literature for the event in 2018.  
 

•     Q. In response the member of the public asked whether this company also 

designed the leaflet, because the company in question was not previously 

mentioned, as featuring on the leaflet, and it is a company which is owned by 

Councillor Sunger’s son.  
 

•     A. In response, Councillor Hodds re-iterated that this agency did the printing last 

year, at that time Councillor Sunger did make the necessary declaration. 

Councillor Lion responded he had not seen that, whilst Councillor Braha stated 

that the production of these leaflets and posters was done at no expense to the 

council. Councillor Lion re-iterated that he had not seen any declaration of interest 

by Councillor Sunger and has no memory of such a declaration being made. He 

further suggested having recommended this year’s sponsor, he clearly has an 

interest, to be declared. Councillor Braha reminded members that Councillor 

Sunger was not present at the previous meeting.  

 

•      Q. The same member of the public then responded that at the last meeting a draft 

design was considered by an alternate sponsor, whilst Councillor Sunger was not 

present, his suggestion was relayed that the alternate sponsor was “not correct” 

and that the sponsor used last year would be preferable.   
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•     A. In response, Councillor Lion questioned why Councillor Sunger’s 

recommendation could be considered, if he was not present at the respective 

meeting, further this was against Standing Orders. Councillor Hodds stated that in 

discussions with Councillor Sunger, he suggested to her that the previous sponsor 

would be preferable. Councillor Lion stated that conflicts of interest are very 

serious issues, and we need to be acutely aware of the public perception, he said 

this is not very satisfactory. The Chairman stated that the promotional literature 

will be utilised, as intended and suggested that the respective public attendee 

speak to Councillor Sunger directly on the matter, when he returns from abroad. 

Councillor Lion stated that he thought this was a Standards issue. In response, the 

Chairman suggested the Clerk could advise Councillor Sunger on the matter, 

reminding him of the relevant obligations.  

 

 
 

19.153        EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND THE PRESS   
 

Members were advised the business to be considered has been interpreted as being of a 

confidential nature, therefore the public and press should be excluded from the meeting. 

However, it is the council’s exclusive responsibility to determine whether this advice 

should be applied to the following matters.  
 

The Chairman stated that in view of the previous discussions and related resolutions, 

the following matter is now unnecessary. Councillor Lion question why this matter is 

confidential, because his understanding is that where it becomes confidential is when 

there is a Tender process. He further advised that at EFDC, anything that can be put in 

the public arena is put in the public arena, it is only in exceptional circumstances are 

matters categorised as confidential.  
 

In response to further remarks, the Chairman reminded Members that it is the council’s 

responsibility to determine whether the received advice should be applied, to a 

particular matter. Further, it is in the pursuance of simplicity; matters are listed as 

confidential, then the council determines whether this should indeed be the case.  
 

A member of the public clarified to members that they are required to consider whether 

the public interest, she further stated that the starting position is that everything should 

be published, and that the exclusion of the public is only in exceptional and unusual 

circumstances.  
 

    After further discussions, it was moved by the Chairman and RESOLVED that: 
 

• This information be NOTED. 
 

 

  The meeting closed at 9.30am. 

 
 

Signed  ............................................................... 

Chairman 

Date  ......................................................... 


