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Meeting:  COUNCIL  

 

Date:  9th January 2020 Time: 8.00pm 

Venue:  COUNCIL OFFICES, HAINAULT ROAD, CHIGWELL 

 

 

PRESENT: Councillors (9) 

Councillors; Barry Scrutton (Chairman), Naveed Akhtar, Pranav Bhanot, Jamie 

Braha, Kewal Chana, Alan Lion, Faiza Rizvi, Mona Sehmi and Darshan Singh 

Sunger.  

 

  Officers (1) 
 

 Anthony-Louis Belgrave – Clerk to the Council.  
 
 

  Also in Attendance (4) 
 

 #  Jane Gardner – Deputy Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner for Essex. 
  

 # Chief Inspector Lewis Basford – District Commander for Epping Forest & 

Brentwood, Essex Police.  
 

There were two members of the public in attendance. 
 

# For part of the meeting.  
    

 

19.193  RECORDING OF MEETINGS  
 

NOTED that in accordance with Standing Order 3 (i) photographing, recording, 

broadcasting or transmitting the proceedings of a meeting may take place.  

 

 

19.194 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (2) 
 

Apologies were received from Councillors; Deborah Barlow (Vice-Chairman) and 

Rochelle Hodds.   

 

 

19.195 OTHER ABSENCES (0) 
 

Members NOTED that there were no other absences 

  

 

19.196 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 

The minutes of the meetings held on 12th December 2019 were confirmed. 

 

 

19.197 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

NOTED that there were no Declarations of Interest. 
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19.198 COMMUNICATIONS 
 

NOTED that no communications had been received:  

 

 

19.199 DOCUMENTS ON DEPOSIT 
 

Members NOTED the documents that had been received and/or deposited with the Clerk 

to the Council during November 2019. 
 

 

 

 

19.200 REPORT OF THE RESPONSIBLE FINANCIAL OFFICER 
 

a) List of Cheques 
 

After brief discussions, during which members were reminded that the largest 

payment was for the renovation of the cemetery driveway (Froghall Lane), it was 

moved by the Chairman and RESOLVED that: 
 

• the list of cheques and payments signed up to 9th January 2020 

be APPROVED, and that the summary of income received and 

the account balance, at that date be NOTED. 

 
 

  b)    Finance – Budget and Precept 2020/2021 
 

In response to this item, Councillor Lion stated that he asked the Responsible 

Financial Officer to produce a ‘spreadsheet’ detailing the Parish Council’s intended 

projects, to supplement the existing documentation. He further advised that he 

thought this document would be circulated at this evening’s meeting. In response to 

enquiries from the Chairman, the Clerk advised members that the RFO informed 

him he had responded to an email request from Councillor Lion, which he 

understood may be related to this matter. In response to queries from Councillor 

Lion, the Chairman advised members that the matter being considered is the Budget 

and Precept for the coming municipal year, further most anticipated projects are 

already noted within the documentation presently being considered by members. In 

response, Councillor Lion suggested that in the interest of clarity, further 

documentation listing projects should be presented to members. After further 

discussions, the Chairman reminded members that this draft budget has been 

previously considered by the Finance Committee, therefore now requires formal 

approval of the council and the confirmation of the precept level. In response to 

further discussion, Councillor Lion reiterated the importance of the project list 

produced by the RFO, which would allow members a comprehensive picture of the 

financial commitments of the council. In response to further discussions, Councillor 

Lion suggested that a proposal be tabled to ‘close-down’ the Finance Committee, 

because of errant decisions made by the Chairman, which are contradictory with the 

committee’s intent. In response to questions, the Clerk advised members that the 

establishment of a Finance Committee was an essential aspect of council business.  
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In response to further discussions Councillor Braha suggested that the respective 

document could be circulated to members, in due course. Councillor Sunger 

suggested members direct their attentions to the primary matter to be considered, 

namely the budget and precept for the coming municipal year. An attending 

member of the public stated that it was an absolute fiasco that the intended projects 

did not feature on the draft budget being presented to the council. Councillor Lion 

stated that this is exactly his point.  
 

After further discussions the Chairman reminded members that they are being 

asked to consider the draft document, so it may be presented to EFDC, in a timely 

manner.  
 

In response to further questions and discussions, the Chairman reminded members 

of the aspects yet to be approved, which do not feature in the budget and those 

aspects of projects which are listed in the respective document.  
 

Councillor Lion reiterated his position that whilst unconfirmed expenditures may 

not feature within the budget, it was important that members are clear about these 

financial commitments.   
 

Councillor Sunger reiterated that the matter to be considered is the budget for the 

coming municipal year, in response to his question Councillor Lion confirmed he 

has received the list of intended projects from the RFO and would be willing to 

request that the RFO circulated this document to members.  
 

Members then CONSIDERED the draft document as detailed at Appendix 1 and, it 

was moved by the Chairman and RESOLVED that: 
 

• This information be NOTED.  
 

• Budget and Precept for 2020/21 be APPROVED for the 

sum of £394,253.00(three hundred, ninety-four thousand, 

two hundred and fifty-three pounds) and £290,801.00(two 

hundred, ninety thousand, eight hundred and one pounds), 

respectively. 

 

c)   Reconciliation of Parish Council Bank Accounts with the Accounts Package  
 

The Clerk reminded members of their statutory duty to ensure the accounts are 

regularly and methodically confirmed. The Chairman PROPOSED, and Councillor 

Braha SECONDED, that the reconciliation of the Parish Council Bank Accounts 

with the Finance Accounts has been checked, confirmed and signed accordingly.  
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#  The following item was transacted first, after which the Deputy Commissioner and the 

Chief Inspector left the meeting.  

 

19.201     PRESENTATION BY DEPUTY POLICE, FIRE & CRIME COMMISSIONER 

ESSEX 
 

This Presentation was arranged by the Clerk on the request of the Parish Council, the 

purpose of which was to discuss a variety of Policing and Crime related issues affecting 

Chigwell.  
 

The Chairman gave a brief introduction for the Deputy Police, Fire and Crime 

Commissioner for Essex: Jane Gardener, stating that she has been in post since 

September 2016, prior to that she served for five years as a Senior Policy and Strategy 

Manager for Essex Police, and also served as a Special Constable with Essex Police for 

seven years, with many years of experience working on behalf of communities across the 

county.  Members were then advised that the District Commander for Brentwood and 

Epping Forest; Chief Inspector Lewis Basford was also present and would advise 

attendees on a variety of operational matters, within the locality.  
 

The Deputy Commissioner firstly conveyed her gratitude for being granted the 

opportunity to speak to attendees and council members. She thanked residents for their 

monetary contributions, via the increased Council Tax precept, which has supported 

community policing in recent years. At the beginning of the present Commissioner’s 

tenure, the policing numbers were at a low ebb; 2800 officers, excluding support staff. It 

was universally recognised at that time there was not enough accessible police officers, 

across the entire county. In response, one of the priorities was to pursue an appropriate 

response to this situation. In the first year, as a result of an increase precept, 150 

additional police officers were recruited. In the last year, with the second increase 

another 268 police officer were recruited. By the conclusion of March 2020, there will be 

an increase, in excess of 360 plus police officers. She further advised that Essex Police is 

continuing engagement with central government to produce a more effective and 

efficient funding policy. Presently the allocation of funding is in direct response to crime 

statistics, consequently this approach favours Metropolitan areas, to the disadvantage of 

rural communities, such as Essex. However, the policing requirements of such a large 

predominately rural area cannot be ignored and does require a significant amount of 

resources. In recognition of these requirements further increases in the number of visible 

and accessible officers is expected in the coming months, this extensive processes of 

recruitment, selection and training will see a total number of officers in the region of 

3600, a figure which has not been achieved for many years. This has allowed the creation 

of ‘Town-centre’ policing teams and increased the personnel levels of other local and 

regional policing teams. She stated that the utilisation of roadways by criminal elements 

has been recognised, and in response Essex Police has assigned an additional twenty-one 

officers to police these roadways. She further mentioned the assignment of ‘youth’ 

officers, working with young people, this endeavour is in direct response to the concerns 

expressed by the local community.  
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Other areas mentioned were tackling domestic violence and dealing with disadvantaged 

members of the community who may be susceptible to criminality and gang-culture. In 

response to the successes of the newly established; ‘Violence and vulnerability’ Police 

unit, £1.7 million was allocated to this aspect of policing and further central government 

support is expected.  
 

She then outlined the key roles of the Essex Fire Services, including responding to road 

traffic collisions and the propagation of safer communities, by way of training, publicity 

campaigns, informative presentations and community safety partnerships. She then 

acknowledged the work of the Chigwell Neighbourhood Watch in their assistance with 

the promotion of an agenda of crime prevention and protection. She also mentioned the 

effectiveness of the ‘Special’ Constables network, in their continuing liaison with 

communities, the number presently stands at 548, however it is a regular occurrence that 

special constables become regular police officers, so accordingly this number can 

change, and recruitment is continuing. She also mentioned the contribution that the 

Police Cadet Force makes, the present number stands at 384 Cadets; young people, some 

of which aspire to be police officers, or who simply wish to make a positive contribution 

to the wider community.   
 

In response to questions, Chief Inspector Lewis Basford advised members that he joined 

the Essex Police in 2006. He then advised members that one of the primary issues of 

concern was residential burglaries; in the last twelve months there were 431 less 

burglaries, than the same preceding time period, that suggests a reduction of 30%. 

Consequently, because of the efforts of Essex police, in co-operation with the Crown 

Prosecution Service the number of convictions for such offences has increased, 

especially pertaining to suspected repeat offenders. He suggested that the biggest impact 

has been upon crime prevention, Essex Police have undertaken regular and routine 

patrols of residential areas, to promote and advise the public on crime prevention 

measures to improve home and vehicular security. He suggested that whilst burglarises 

have been reduced, car related crime has appeared to increase in Chigwell, the number of 

car thefts has increased by eleven, in comparison to the previous year. Again, he advised 

that preventative measures are being promoted by the authorities in response to these 

increases. Approximately 50% of vehicular thefts take place on residential drive-ways, 

such incidences can be easily prevented by the installation of bollards, which are in-

expensive. He also outlined the methods utilised by criminal gangs to access and 

distribute stolen vehicles and the counter-measures being engaged by Essex Police. In 

response to questions the Chief Inspector advised attendees that Essex Police are in the 

process of producing a series of informative programmes, directed at the public, to 

promote preventative measures against vehicular thefts.  
 

In response to further questions, the Chief Inspector advised attendees that Essex Police 

have conducted foot-patrols in recognised criminal ‘hot-spots’ and will continue to do 

so, however it has sometimes been the case that preventative advise is not heeded by 

residents. 
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In conclusion, the Deputy Commissioner thanked the Chairman for the opportunity to 

present to the council and advised members that they will be willing to come again in the 

future and will continue to pursue their stated objectives. 
 

After some brief discussion, during which members thanked the police for their 

attendance, it was moved by the Chairman and RESOLVED that:  
 

• This information be NOTED. 
 

 

 

 

19.202        MEMBERS’ REPORTS 
 

a) Finance Committee – Appointment of Internal Auditor 
 

Councillor Lion reminded members that consideration should be given to the 

appointment of an Internal Auditor, especially since this council is running out of 

time. He further suggested he has researched this matter and wishes to propose; 

Auditing Solutions Ltd.  be appointed as the new Internal Auditor for this council. He 

advised members that this agency is engaged by at least half-a-dozen other local 

authorities in the area; Buckhurst Hill, Loughton and North Weald, whilst significantly 

more expensive, they are a highly regarded and professional company. In response to 

queries from the Chairman, Councillor Lion re-iterated that he would prefer this issue 

be presently dealt with because of the limited time available to make this decision.  
 

In response to a question from the Chairman, the Clerk reminded members that a 

matter cannot be resolved, if it does not feature on the respective agenda being 

transacted. In reply, Councillor Lion suggested that because of the limited time this 

matter should be resolved now. Councillor Sunger stated that he could not responsibly  

act as Councillor Lion suggests because he has not had sight of the respective 

information/quotations. In reply, Councillor Lion advised members that these 

documents have been made available to the senior members of the council; Chairman, 

Vice-Chairman and the Chairman of the Management Committee, along with his 

recommendations, as these individuals were the senior decision makers of the council.   
 

In response to further questions, Councillor Lion advised members that he has already 

concluded, in consultation with the RFO, that this agency would be the most sensible 

option and he further recommended that the internal audit processes should be 

undertaken on a bi-annual or more preferably quarterly basis, especially in view of the 

previously experienced issues this council has suffered.  
 

After further discussions, it was moved by the Chairman and RESOLVED that:  
 

•      This information be NOTED. 
 

• The appointment of an Internal Auditor would be considered 

at the meeting of the Management Committee, scheduled for 

16th January 2020.  
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b) Limes Farm 
 

Councillor Lion advised members that he has recently dealt with an incident of ‘dog-

poisoning’ on the estate, which is presently being investigated by EFDC and Essex 

Police.  
 

c) Cemetery Visit  
 

Councillor Braha reminded members that a visit to the cemetery was scheduled for 

8th January 2020. This action was in response to a resolution made by the 

Management committee, that a site visit would allow members to make informed 

decisions pertaining to the proposed renovation of the cemetery toilet facilities, the 

construction of a purpose-built Chapel and the future of the apprentice technician. He 

advised members this was very useful, and it was clearly apparent that the existing 

buildings were not in a good way, and required, long-overdue attention. He further 

advised members that damage caused as a result of a ‘break-in’ still had not been 

satisfactorily repaired, despite having occurred some time previously. The toilet 

facilitates were clearly unsatisfactory and need extensive renovation. He further 

suggested that the office was not a befitting working environment. This tour of the 

cemetery allowed attendees to inspect the ‘spoil-heap’ and receive an update from 

the staff, undertaking this work and other cemetery related matters.  
 

This visit was then supplemented by an informal meeting, later that day, where 

members discussed the observed issues. Whilst no resolutions were transacted, 

members did discuss the existing situations, namely; the toilets, the office-space, 

kitchen facilities, the proposal to build a Chapel and the apprentice.  

 

d) Environment Matters 
 

The Chairman reminded members that the planting of flowers at the Cemetery and 

on Chigwell Station Green is being progressed, as well as the necessary 

arboricultural work being undertaken on various open garden areas. He further 

suggested that in the future, an alternative be considered for the installation of 

‘dedication benches’ at the cemetery, because there will soon be too many.  In 

response, Councillor Lion reminded members of the Health & Safety Action Plan, 

which was previously presented to members. He suggested that it was important the 

listed recommendations be pursued with urgency.  

 

 

19.203     HIGHWAYS ISSUES  
 

a)   Grange Hill – blocked drainage   
 

Councillor Lion advised members that there is an issue of blocked drainage, 

immediately outside a business at the corner of Manor Road and Mount Pleasant, this 

situation is as a result of an excavation, which has left a trench approximately 3 metres 

in depth. He further advised members that this issue is being dealt with by the 

appropriate authorities at EFDC and Thames Water.   
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b)   Grange Hill – Errant Parking Issues  
 

Councillor Lion advised members that the problems related to errant parking at 

Grange Hill are continuing. He advised residents to communicate with the respective 

shop-keepers, requesting that they ensure vehicular parking does not inconvenience 

neighbouring residents.   
 

 

c)   New Forest Lane  
 

Councillor Sunger advised members that whilst resurfacing works are presently being 

undertaken on Stradbroke Drive, he has severe concerns about the present state of the 

road surface at New Forest Lane. There a massive pot-holes, which are filled with 

surface water. He suggested that perhaps this council could correspond with the 

relevant authorities at ECC, reminding them of this situation, which requires urgent 

attention.  

 

d)     Brook Parade – Rubbish Bins and incidence of Fly-tipping 
 

The Chairman advised members that the council has received a complaint from a 

resident of Brook Parade, pertaining to the errant disposal of business waste at the 

rear of Brook Parade. This correspondence further requested that the appropriate 

authorities, formally advise the respective business managers of their inherent 

responsibilities to ensure business waste is disposed of in a responsible and 

considerate manner. In response, Councillor Sunger suggested he would pursue this 

matter on behalf of the council and the affected residents.  
 

An attending member of the public stated that the recently considered planning 

proposal for the ‘Brook Parade’ flats suggested that the anticipated residential waste 

would de dealt with on an; ‘ad-hoc’ basis. She further suggested that this proposed 

approach would be even more of a problem, than the presently observed situation, as 

clearly the proposal lacked a proper methodology.  In response, the Chairman 

suggested that this was one of many problematic issues with this planning proposal.  

 

e)  David Lloyd Sports Club – Fly-tipping 
 

  Councillor Sehmi advised members of an apparent incident of fly-tipping at the 

entrance to the David-Lloyd. In response to discussions, the Chairman suggested that 

it was most likely the responsibility of a private contractor, engaged by the David 

Lloyd Sports club, for waste removal.  

 

 

f)  Lechmere Avenue 
 

Councillor Sehmi advised members she had recently witnessed an incident of 

speeding on Lechmere Avenue.  
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g)       Courtland Drive – Overflowing Bin/Fly-tipping 
 

An attending member of the public informed members that she was advised by a 

resident that the Parish Council intended to temporarily remove a rubbish bin 

installed at a lay-by on Courtland Drive. She asked if the council could now 

confirm the status of this facility and the intent of the council. Councillor Lion 

suggested that more bins should be installed along Courtland Drive, because of 

the deluge of rubbish dumped along this roadway, especially in the immediate 

area of the Sub-station, at the corner with the High road. He further suggested that 

an external contractor could be engaged to remove the content of these bins, as 

necessary.  

 

h)       Station Road – Unfinished Roadworks 
 

In response to concerns expressed by Councillor Bhanot pertaining to the 

unfinished roadworks on Station Road, the Clerk advised that it is anticipated 

Thames Water will be undertaking repairs/renovations to sub-surface water mains 

on Station Road and possibly the round-about at the junction of Hainault road and 

the High road.  

 

i)       Salt Bags at the Cemetery  
 

The Chairman advised members that there is an extensive supply of salt bags, 

presently stored just outside the Cemetery compound, these bags are deteriorating 

due to the constant exposure from the elements. He suggested that the content of 

these bags could be transferred to the various ‘Salt-bins’ sited around the Parish, 

this action would also assist the accessibility of this material, should it be 

required.   

 

    After further discussions, it was moved by the Chairman and RESOLVED that: 
 

•  This information be NOTED.  
 

•  The staff would be instructed to transfer the grit-salt, stored 

at the cemetery to ‘Salt-bins’ in Chigwell.  

 

19.204     REPORT OF THE CLERK    
                 

                The Clerk reported the following:    
 

• An invitation has been received from the Implementation Team for Planning 

services at EFDC, to attend a workshop on 12th February 2020, 6-8pm, attendees 

will be granted an opportunity to review and discuss proposals for a Green 

Infrastructure Strategy for the District. In response to questions, the Clerk advised 

members that Councillor Barlow; Chairman of the Planning Committee was 

previously advised of this event, however a response confirming her intention has 

not yet been received.  
 

• A meeting of the Management Committee has been scheduled for 16th January 

7.00pm.  
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• A meeting of the Finance Committee has been scheduled for 27th February 2020 

7.30pm  
 

• The Essex Association of Local Councils will be hosting an Unauthorised 

Encampment Briefing to all Parish & Town Councils, on 5th February 2020 at 

Foakes Hall in Great Dunmow. The Unauthorised Encampment Briefing will be 

delivered by Sergeant Paul Downes, who leads the Gypsy, Traveller and Rural 

Engagement Team. He will be joined by Steve Andrews, from the Essex County-

wide Traveller Unit (ECTU). Councillors wishing to attend please notify the Clerk.  
 

• A meeting of the Roding Valley Meadows Local Nature Reserve Consultative 

Group is scheduled for 30th January 2020, 7pm, at the Grange Farm Centre. Due to 

the resignation of Councillor Richard Alvin, the Parish Council now requires a new 

representative. In response to queries, The Clerk listed the other members of this 

group.   
   
 

                        After brief discussions, it was moved by the Chairman and RESOLVED that: 
 

•  This information be NOTED.  

 
19.205     REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN 
 

•  His daughter recently gave birth to a son, after considerations, the child was 

named; ‘Ray Justice Harvey’.   

 

      After further discussions, it was moved by the Chairman and RESOLVED that: 
 

• This information be NOTED.  
 

 

19.206 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
 

 

               The following questions were asked;  
 

•     Q. A member of the public stated she heard that one of the matters discussed by 

the Cemetery Working Group was the proposal for the construction of a Chapel 

at the cemetery. She advised members that residents want to know how value for 

money was being determined, in relation to this proposed project, and further 

how the council intends to determine whether value for money is being achieved 

in relation to the budgetary increases for staff salaries.  
 

•     A. In response, the Chairman advised that the council was fully aware of these 

matters, which were previously highlighted by the member, at a past meeting. In 

reply the resident stated the reason for repeating this question was because a 

satisfactory answer still has not been received, she further requested that an 

appropriate dead-line be set for a response to this question. In response, the 

Chairman re-iterated that the requisite answers will be given in due course.  
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•      Q. A member of the public requested an update on the process of public 

consultation for the projects to be pursued by this council. 
 

•      A. In response, the Chairman stated that the decisions concerning the 

methodologies of the consultation processes and who would be consulted are yet 

to be determined.  In response to further questions, the Chairman re-iterated that 

the manner of consultation is largely dependent on the project concerned. In 

response to further questions, the Chairman advised the attendee that a guarantee 

on whether the general public would be consulted on the proposed ‘Chapel’ 

project could not be given at this stage and decisions pertaining to these matters 

are yet to be made. The member of the public re-iterated that because of the 

proposed expenditure of £150,000 to £200,000 for this project, a public 

consultation exercise should be undertaken by the council. In response to further 

questions, the Chairman re-iterated the position, that the council will determine 

exactly who is consulted and the best approach for this consultation process.  

 

 

19.207 MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT FORWARD TO THE NEXT COUNCIL 

MEETING 
 

  Members NOTED there were no matters to be brought forward to the next meeting.  
 

 
 

The meeting closed at 10.20pm. 

 
 

Signed  ............................................................... 

Chairman 

Date  ......................................................... 


