
 

   Appendix 2 
 

                The Diary of Meeting Dates 2021/2022 (Amended) 
 

       It is proposed to schedule meetings of the council, the Planning committee and the Annual Parish on the following 
dates.   

 

 Planning 
Committee 

6.30pm 

Full Council 
7.30pm (approx.) 

Annual Parish 
Assembly 

 

September 
9th  

22nd   
9th   

October 
7th  
21st  

7th  
 

 

November 
11th  
25th  

11th   

December 9th  9th   

January 
2022 

12th  
26th  

12th   

February 
10th  
23rd   

10th   

March 
10th  
24th  

10th   

April 7th  
21st   

7th  14th – Annual Parish 
Assembly (7pm) 

May 5th  
26th  

5th (Annual Council)  
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Appendix 3 

Chigwell Climate Action Working Group - Report, September 2021 

Why we exist 
 
On March 11th this year, the council, in line with hundreds of other councils across the country, including 
EFDC, declared the twin emergencies of climate and biodiversity. Since then the impacts of climate change 
have been visibly worse, and scientists report that our world is changing even faster than they had feared. 
It is widely reported that this November’s COP26 is the 'last chance for humanity’, but in some respects it 
is too late for that, as people are already dying and being displaced by climate change. If we had started 
decades ago we would have been able to make gentler changes to how we live. But we didn’t, so are now 
in a much more vulnerable position. What we can do is make the future less bad, through a combination of 
mitigation (reducing carbon emissions so the final temperature won’t be as high) and adaptation (helping 
people prepare for the inevitable changes). 
CCAWG (Chigwell Climate Action Working Group), as a tiny part of this process, is focusing on 
mitigation. It seeks to: 

1. Reduce the Parish Council’s net emissions to zero by 2030;  
2. Improve the biodiversity of the Council’s property; 
3. Encourage, by leadership and example, other Chigwell organisations and individuals to join in.  

The members are: Chris Lord (Chair); Lisa Morgan, Rochelle Hodds & Naveed Akhtar (CPC); Alan Lion 
(EFDC); Lee Scott (ECC); Erika Skingsley, Alice Melvin & Richard Coates. We have met formally three 
times (in May, June and July, all on Zoom), and once informally, in person.  

What we have done 
 

• We have a Twitter account (@ChigwellClimate).  
• Measures already taken (by others) include replacing a diesel vehicle with an electric one, less 

frequent grass-mowing, choosing more local contractors, using animals to cut grass rather than 
machines. The Community Assets Committee has been very active in this regard.  All Saints Church 
and the Synagogue have achieved Bronze Ecochurch status. 

• We have been working on a baseline audit of the carbon used as a result of the Council’s activities, 
in the ‘normal’, i.e. pre-covid, year of 2019-2020. The main parts of this are complete; soon we will 
be able to consider how to plan for a staged reduction towards 2030. At our next meeting (September 
22nd) we hope to finalise this, and send it to the Full Council.  

• At our initiative, EFDC’s Climate Change Officer, Francesca Edmonds, has set up an informal 
group for EF councils like ours - the Epping Forest NetZero Forum. This meets monthly and is a 
way of sharing ideas and good practice. One tangible benefit has been agreeing across EF a shared 
methodology for auditing carbon.  

• We have involved Epping Forest Youth Council, who are hoping to organise and run a conference 
on climate change (November 19th). They are crucial in spreading the word among local schools.  
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Other news 
EFTAG (Epping Forest Transport Action Group) have had very encouraging conversations with 
councillors, including Lee Scott, about developing a local network of segregated cycle routes. It seems 
likely that Essex are minded to set up a LCWIP (Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan) for the 
area, which would make people feel safer about using more carbon-friendly modes of transport. 

 
The Challenge 
By itself the CCAWG can do very little. The scale of the emergencies is such that everyone, from 
Councillors and residents to businesses and schools, need to take action in any way they can. 

 
Chris Lord 
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